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Melilla stern resistance might have been anticipated,
since the majority of the Spanish inhabitants were
armed Communists, but in the event they put up a
poor show The Foreign Legion under Colonel Solans
and Lieutenant-Colonel Roland de Telia y Santos,
marched into Melilla from the barracks outside the
town and seized important buildings, while Moorish
cavalrymen galloped through the streets firing then-
guns, as a rule, though not always, into the air. General
Romerales, General Officer commanding at Melilla,
who remained faithful to the Government, was arrested
By July igth the Nationalist flag of red and yellow—
the old colours of the Monarchy—floated over all the
towns of Morocco, though fighting broke out a few
days later with Mehlla workmen, a number of whom
were shot Now Nationalist authority was firmly esta-
blished both in the presidios and the protectorate, events
on the Peninsula became the burning question, and the
news that General Quiepo de Llano, one of the military
leaders ui the Riff war, had seized Seville and the
country round about, was hailed with relief
The Nationalists had hoped that the fleet would
support the movement. The officers of the fleet were
in the secret and seemed confident they could rely on
their men The military leaders, less sanguine, wished
to place a company of Moors on each of the ships, but
were overruled by the naval officers, who, feeling their
personal honour involved, stated they must consider
such a move as an insult But in this they were wrong,
and it was fated they should pay dearly for their mis-
take. Within a day or so they were murdered by the
sailors whom they had trusted, their bodies being thrown
into the sea Only in a few instances could officers of
marked popularity persuade their men to follow them

